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The Fourth of July means a lot of things to a lot of people. Here in La Entrada it
means fire trucks and fun! This year, af:t
with a real kicker of a Fourth of July celebration in La Entrada park. The skies were
clear and blue when the entire La Cienega Fire Department showed up.

There were snacks and beverages, and smiling neighbors, and excited kids.
Our local firefighters and EMTs showed their usual community spirit by teaching
the kids about fire safety and letting them tour the trucks. They even brought
coloring books and hats.

Vice President
Chris Alspach

We had our traditi on a | fi Mo st P adntest. dhe judges Agul p eerye | A

Peter Kempf hard time deciding, but in the end it was easy:

Dir 35"’:)'2_54‘%3'5"7‘%5“”9 x Carol Siedell, for most patriotic adult
peter@ranchoviejo.com x Hailey andAiden Newman, for most patriotic kids

x Brooke Dillon, the basset, for most patriotic pet

La Entrada News They all received a gift card, so start t

Sarah Henderson Next up was our traditional bike and pet parade. All the kiddos, followed by their
Editor/Layout various pets, hopped on bikes, skateboards, and skates for a few laps around La
Entrada park. Our park, never looked better, providing shade and picnic tables for

all.

Soon, however, it was time to pack up for home. Our fire fighters were sad to
leave our cool, shady park, but of course the Fourth is a busy time for them. We
thank them for all that they do for our community, and we look forward to seeing
them next year!
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MAIL ISSUES

By Sally Dillon

Around mid-July, La Entrada did not receive any mail for about 4 or 5 days. This was
due to our local postal worker being off from work for a medical reason. The bigger
problem is lack of communication with the Pacheco branch of the Post Office. In
addition to simply not answering their phones, they have nothing in place to
communicate to residents regarding lack of mail deliveries, as they do not have staff to
cover for someone who is out. There were multiple posts on the social media platform,
Nextdoor and the problems were certainly not limited to La Entrada or even just
Rancho Viejo, but throughout Santa Fe. Apparently one could drive to the Pacheco
Post Office and pick up the mail that was being held, but that was never communicated
to residents.

Many people who posted on Nextdoor raising this concern contacted US legislators. | contacted our Santa Fe County
Commissioner Hank Hughes, who was experiencing the same issues at his home in Eldorado as well as at his office in

Santa Fe. He has been in touch sincetthe pasteofficmis federalpphdeour pfiicenia s  a
Santa Fe is now managed out of Phoenix, our best bet to fix things is to get our federal representatives to do something
before the post office falls apart completely. o He recom

Teresa Leger Fernandez at https://fernandez.house.gov/contact about the issues with mail delivery and communication.
Clearly, there have been changes in systems at the Post office since there was a hew Postmaster General appointed last
year. These changes do not seem to be improvements.

In my email to the Commissioner, | listed a variety of concerns that residents might have. Here are some with possible
solutions to consider until the mail issues can be resolved. Please consider these for your own protection.

1. Consider signi ng Depl ifwathtyfsl/dedusps.coe/dntreg/RegistrationPortalAction input
Each day you will receive an email listing mail you should be receiving. Follow prompts for setting up a login

2. Consider moving paychecks and Social Security/Pension checks to Direct Deposit with your bank.

3. Consider _changing mailed prescriptions to a local pharmacy, so that time and temperature sensitive
prescriptions aren6t just sitting somewhere other than

4. Consider paying your utility bills directly via their website (paying online. by phone, or in person) to prevent
|l ate fees, i you bjlle in tinek,odnedtd mag delivery service. Other places have online payments
available, such as Christus St. Vincent. Simply set up a login. In a world where almost everyone does online
shopping, this is the same principle. It also will allow you to go paperless. Always do this on a secure
(password protected) home network/Wi-Fi, not using a cellular connection as that is not secure.

5. Consider online banking, which gives you pretty much real time account activity. Always do this on a secure
(password protected) home network/Wi-Fi, not using a cellular connection as that is not secure.

6. Consider alternative shipping companies if you have a home-based business, such as Etsy, where you
need to ship products to customers. It might not be the cheapest, but at least it should get there in a timely
manner, plus you can also track packages online that are shipped via UPS and Fed-Ex, and likely with other
carriers.

7. Consider taking your outgoing mail directly to the Post Office. If the mail is not being delivered, it is likely not
being picked up either.

There may be other strategies, but these were ones we discussed. Anything that eases your dependency on the mail
service until things improve are the best bet. Also, please contact US Representative Teresa Leger Fernandez about our
mail issues here and throughout Santa Fe.
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COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE REPORT

SEPTEMBER 2021
By Sally Dillon

Well, we thought, with the opening up of New Mexico, the pandemic might start to be in the rearview mirror, but
al ong came t he Thisepo# is Ybausingpomd¢ KAINDNESS and not any sort of debate on the
wearing of a mask or not. We now need to again dig out those masks, for going inside many public buildings and
businesses. As | dug out many of my masks again, | found one of the cloth masks that | had purchased that with a
graphicstatingil n a wor |l d wher e you c a hsuréthinkahatyhat s amirgportai® eonckpt n d .
right now! | recently read about a teacher being physically assaulted in a parking lot of a California school, as he was
trying to protect the principal from an angry parent. The parent was mad about the mask mandate in the school
district. | also read on Nextdoor about someone, in another community. who was told she had to wear a mask in that
store, said AReally?06 and got some verbal push back f
posters on Nextdoor. Look, we are all frustrated and discouraged to have to wear masks again inside, but maybe it is
time to be kind. This is not the forum, in the newsletter, to be pro or anti mask wearing. The focus is on kindness. |
am sure employees of different businesses or school districts, state buildings, museums, etc. are not enjoying telling
people they must wear masks inside any mor éelind.aybeyet a
saying Ahell od and Ahow ar e ymw Maybé centijuingtd help dutessmall huisimegsest
is a good idea. Ordering take-out, a larger tip, etc. Forget about arguing and BE KIND.

Maybe it is time to safely get out and volunteer somewhere and feel good about doing something good to help out.
My husband and | volunteer at the Food Depot for about 5 years. While we did take a break from March 2020 until
after masks were required, (due to our health risks) and we have been volunteering since then. We just put on our
required masks like the rest of the volunteers and get to work. This past summer we worked with a variety of low
income communities. Paul delivered Grab and Go lunches and | did a couple of different art activities at 7 different
sites. Community members were so grateful for our help and support! Talk about feeling good about doing
something good! It is surprising what can be done to help out. There are lots of places that could use the support of
volunteers. Just check it out!

Speaking of feeling good about doing something good, we will have an outdoor Raptor Event this fall - in the Hogan
parking lot at IAIA. *See the flyer in this newsletter and posted around La Entrada. Our community has partnered
with the Santa Fe Raptor Center since at least 2013. For the last four years, a couple of us have been making
handmade greeting cards and sold them as a fundraiser for the Santa Fe Raptor Center. We even sold cards in the
middle of the pandemic! We hope you can join us for this special event. If the SFRC has a raptor to release back into
the wild, we will let you know. It& an awesome sight!

Stay tunedé é .
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Communication Committee Report continued?©é

Also, another way to Be Kind, this fall, is to join the La Entrada Community, who is participating in the 10" Annual
Neighbor to Neighbor Drive for the Food Depot. This year, it will be a FUND DRIVE, again. You can go to
https://thefooddepot.org/n2n/ donate online, listing La Entrada at Rancho Viejo as your community OR put La
Entrada at Rancho Viejo in the memo of your check. All donations up to $1500 will be matched by an anonymous La
Entrada resident. $1 is equal to 4 meals and $1 equals 5 pounds of food. We can help feed many Northern New
Mexicans with food insecurity. $50 will provide 200 meals!

Lastly, please note the information about Firewise in this newsletter. Itis time to turn in any remaining Volunteer
Hourly Worksheets, so we can apply for recertification with this community component of work done by residents.

Stay safe, and Be Kind!

From the La Entrada at Rancho Viejo
Homeowners Handbook (regulations),

Located on Page 25, F - Animals, #2

All Pets must be held or kept leashed
at all times
when in Common Areas, open spaces,
trails or on the walkways or roads.

Pg. 5


https://thefooddepot.org/n2n/

La Entrada News, Third Quarter 2021 September 1, 2021

o Viejo . .
@o"\‘ "ad,-e‘ Rancho Viejo Ladies Group
June i July i August 2021
Audra Hansche i Mauied85@AOL.com
Jb O
\
™ Fe, New ME*

Greetings Friends & Neighbors! Our ladies contributed to two projects during May. A greeting card sale to benefit The
Museum of Indian Arts and Culture summer student programs. We offered packages of 10 cards for $20 and later
open stock cards for $2 each. Amounts donated were: Cash $680; Checks $170 and additionally, $500 from Sally &
Paul.

Books were donated to Santa Fe County Corrections. Tess Harris, our La Entrada Little Free Library Steward,
collected all kinds of reading materials, including Spanish books.

Our service project in June was a diaper drive for Many Mothers of Santa Fe. Lorri Sweat organized this event. Some
orders were directly delivered to the organization via Amazon and Lorri delivered $40 cash, 3 packages of baby wipes
and 8 boxes of diapers.

RV Ladies did not have a lunch gathering in June. At the end of May my Dad passed away and | went to Houston for a
few days. | went back in June for another few days.

The first in-person Book Club meeting was hosted by Mary Kaye on Thursday, June 24™. They had about ten at her
home.Mary Kaye sai d, |Rhadfolkswiketyingadeathemdelves &nd then we had a wonderful
discussion about the book while munching on a selection of little treats. | t was really good to

La Entrada hosted a Fourth of July picnic in the park and the ladies were invited. It was great fun to see neighbors
and the whole Fire Department showed up with all thei:
probably have a cook-out with burgers and hot dogs.

On Wednesday, July 21°t the Ladies had our first in house Pot Luck Luncheon. There were about 22 in attendance.
We had about 6 new members. After some announcements, we went around the room introducing ourselves in order
to get better acquainted. As usual, all the food was very good. It felt nice being back to something friendly and normal.

We will most likely be planning similar events for the next two months. Restaurants in town are very understaffed and
cannot manage a large group. And recently the Covid-19 delta variant is on the rise. This is really a challenge to our
socializing. Who knows what will happen next.

A popular interest is growing in our ladies society. Many enjoy planting gardens, decorating their yards and feeding
wildlife. So a Garden Group has been organized. Molly and Deean hosted the first meeting. About twelve were in
attendance. There seems to be a good interest! Another meeting is planned for Tuesday, August 24™.

The August Book Club meeting will be held Thursday, August 19™ to discuss Virgil Wander by Leif Enger.

RV Ladies will have themed Luncheon in the Conference Room on Friday, August 20" i celebrating the Three
Sisters i Beans, Corn & Squash.

Another service project is planned for September. Portfolio Resident Services has asked for help with
Hal |l oween/ Fal | goodi e bags. |l 6m sure the | adies wildl ]

Send me an email to get ounfutumreyeventsllst, so you donbét miss
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